Board of Public Works and Safety Meeting Minutes
August 3, 2022

THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY
oF THE CITY OF CROWN POINT metrina REGULAR MEETING
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, LocaTeD AT 101 NORTH EAST STREET

on Wednesday, August 3, 2022, AT 11:00 A.M.
PURSUANT TO AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE RULES OF
THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS & SAFETY

Hybrid
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88114674506
(Link is subject to change — in the event of a change, the link will be posted
via the City website at www.crownpoint.in.gov prior to the start of the
meeting.)

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Land called the meeting to order at 11:03 A.M. with the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Present: Mayor Pete Land, Member Bob Clemons, Member Andrew Kyres,
Member James Crook and Member Bill Gomez. Also present, City Attorney
David Nicholls, Clerk-Treasurer Dave Benson, and Deputy Clerk Sheri
Herma.

Absent: None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETING - The Regular Meeting held
on Tuesday, July 20, 2022.

Motion to approve was made by Member Bob Clemons, seconded by Member
James Crook.

Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.
ADDITION OF NEW ITEMS

Appointment & Change of Payroll for Battalion Chief Scott Abraham - If
approved, item to be added as Item #2 under Presentations.

Right of Entry through Police Department Parking Lot to access 125 N.
Grant — If approved, item to be added as Iltem #5 under New Business.

Termination of Recapture Agreement — 165 Properties — If approved, item
to be added as Item #6 under New Business.

Member Bob Clemons made a motion to approve all three add-ons, seconded
by Member Bill Gomez.

Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.
PRESENTATIONS

Recognition of Technical Rescue Team Members for Grain Bin Rescue —
Mark Baumgardner, Jr./Fire Chief

Chief Baumgardner explained that back in March of 2022, the Crown Point
Fire Department received a call out to Kouts, IN for a farmer stuck up to his
chest in a grain bin silo.
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Chief Baumgardner stated the Crown Point Fire Department hosts a District
Technical Rescue Team. Part of the team’s training is comprised of confined
space work. He stated sometimes grain bins can be very dangerous. Farmers
sometimes attempt to manually move grain within the silo. The grain can act
like quicksand a quickly entrap a person.

Chief Baumgardner stated this was probably the most involved confined
space rescue the department had participated in.

Six months prior to this callout, Co-Alliance provided grain bin rescue training
and equipment to the department.

Josh Kandal, Safety and Risk Coordinator with Co-Alliance stated the grain
bin rescue training had been performed with all three shifts. He stated the
cool thing about the rescue that occurred in Kouts, IN, each department
present had been trained by Co-Alliance in grain bin rescue. He stated that
the successful retrieval of the victim was wonderful.

Mr. Kandal wished to thank all five Crown Point Firefighters involved in the
rescue, Assistant Chief Ryan Cusack, Battalion Chief Scott Abraham,
Lieutenant Matt Kodicek, Lieutenant Michael Parks, and Firefighter Wes
Gilliam.

Mayor Land stated this rescue by the Fire Department was a life and death
situation and a great example of the emergency services provided in the City
of Crown Point.

Assistant Chief Ryan Cusack stated they are thankful for the local farmers in
the community who allow the Department to train at their facilities. He stated
they were lucky to get the gentleman out alive and that he can continue his
family’s legacy and farm the land.

Appointment & Change of Payroll for Battalion Chief Scott Abraham —
Mark Baumgardner, Jr./Fire Chief

Chief Baumgardner stated Captain Scott Abraham had been with the
Department since 2001. He follows in his father Gerard’s footsteps. Gerard
was on the department starting in 1975.

Chief Baumgardner stated Scott had been a leader on the Department, rising
through the ranks from Lieutenant to Captain, and now from Captain to
Battalion Chief. He will be taking place of Battalion Chief Walters, who will
soon be retiring.

Certificate of Appointment to Battalion Chief of Turn 1 was presented to Scott
Abraham, effective as of today, August 3, 2022.

Award Bid for Sauerman Woods Drainage Improvements Project

City Attorney David Nicholls announced that Austgen Equipment, Inc. had
submitted the most responsive, responsible, and lowest bid. Therefore, the
Legal Department was ready to approve the award of the bid to Austgen
Equipment, Inc.

Member Bob Clemons made a motion to approve, seconded by Member
James Crook.

Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.

2







